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| PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE |
All,
The last few weeks have brought some spectacular rains and hopefully signal the end of our extreme high heat conditions. Certainly
not the “dry” heat we usually pay for our wonderful winter weather.
This past Monday was our Annual Member Appreciation Event which was celebrated at Octane Racing with over 35 attendees. This
free event is a way for our section to give back to members for their ongoing support throughout the year. This included our three
gracious scholarship recipients Christopher Sobie (NAU), Robert Richards (ASU), and Haley Koesters (U of A) who also participated
in the go cart racing. They were terrific students with a bright future ahead of all them. Please visit our website to read more about them.
We are happy to say that Steve Boschen has successfully recaptured the title this year and looks forward to defending in the future.
September also signals the end of our annual summer break and we’re looking forward to a full slate of ASHE events over the next
quarter. On September 9th, we open our breakfast meeting with Albert Romano, VP of Hill International, who will present on
Transportation Infrastructure and Catastrophic Events. This is followed on September 11th by our all day joint ASCE/ASHE Arizona
Section Conference. Participation in the conference allows you to network, earn continuing education credits, and support our ASHE
Scholarship fund. If you haven’t signed up, there is still time to participate. We are exceptionally excited that Sam Mody, PE, the
ASHE National President, will be in attendance and he would be happy to engage with local
members about his leadership experiences with ASHE.
The Phoenix Sonoran Section continues to look for ways to expand our relationship with our
industry and members. While our membership continues to grow, we have noticed a slight
decrease in the attendance at our monthly section meetings. In order to improve, please
be on the lookout for a Survey Monkey Questionnaire to provide feedback on how we’re
doing, what topics/speakers you’d like to learn about, and how we can serve you better. In
closing, we are thrilled by all the things we have
coming up and look forward to see all of you at
Dawn Marie Fortuna
our upcoming events.
RICK ENGINEERING COMPANY
Dawn Marie Fortuna - Phoenix Sonoran
President

| MISSION STATEMENT |
The mission of ASHE is to provide a forum for members and partners of the highway industry that supports education, innovation, and
fellowship; promoting a safe and efficient highway system for mobility now and in the future.
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| OFFICERS | CONGRATULATIONS NEW CHAPTER OFFICERS!
“I pledge to give cheerfully and willingly of my time and talent to serve the advancement of the
Highway Industry with the highest goals of achievement as a beacon. I make this pledge with
humility and commitment to the Sonoran Section of ASHE.”
All ASHE Board Members are required to pledge their commitment to the organization and do so willingly at the time they take
office. Please congratulate the following ASHE Members who were voted into their respective offices on their new Board positions!
They will offer you assistance when called upon to do so. ASHE runs on volunteer spirit and a true commitment to the
industry as a whole.

| OFFICERS |
PRESIDENT
Dawn Fortuna, Rick Engineering
dfortuna@rickengineering.com

TREASURER
Susie Mason, Gannett Fleming
smason@gfnet.com

PAST PRESIDENT
James Schleich, Huitt-Zollars
jschleich@huitt-zollars.com

1ST YEAR DIRECTOR
Alan Ferreira, Wilson & Company
alan.ferreira@wilsonco.com

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Yung Koprowski, Lee Engineering
ykoprowski@lee-eng.com

2ND YEAR DIRECTOR
Steve Boschen, ADOT
sboschen@azdot.gov

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
John Willett, CivTech
jwillett@civtech.com

3RD YEAR DIRECTORS
James Bennar, B T & Assoc.
bennar@bta-eng.com

SECRETARY
Melissa Boyles, Hill International
MelissaBoyles@hillintl.com

Jeanne Sapon, DBA Construction
jsapon@dbaconstruction.net
Tricia Brown, MCDOT
triciabrown@mail.maricopa.gov

PHOENIX SONORAN SECTION WELCOMES NEW SECRETARY
After providing the Phoenix Sonoran Section with secretarial duties for more than 3 years, Jeanne Sapon has transitioned to the role
of 3rd year Director. We are happy to announce that Melissa Boyles, Director of Compliance for Hill International, Inc. has accepted
the role for our organization. Melissa is well known and active in our industry and has been a member of ASHE for over two years.
Thank you, Melissa, for your volunteer spirit and for your continued involvement in the ASHE organization!

NEW PRICES TAKE EFFECT IN SEPTEMBER
Over the past year the Hilton Garden Inn has been raising their rates for our Section breakfast
meetings. Honoring our commitment to members to maintain low cost meeting prices, the general
fund has been making up the difference. This year, the Board dedicated time to investigating other
venues only to discover that any facility within a reasonable distance was charging a considerable
amount more than what we are currently paying. In order to continue our efforts relative to awarding
annual scholarships, we find it necessary to raise the cost of the Section Breakfast meetings from $20
to $25 and for non-members from $25 to $30. The new price structure will be effective beginning
with our first meeting of the fiscal year in September.
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| EVENTS CALENDAR | VISIT US ON THE WEB! www.sonoran.ashe.pro
If you would like to help with upcoming events or have a program topic, please contact:
Yung Koprowski, Lee Engineering, (602) 443-8473 or via email at: ykoprowski@lee-eng.com.

| UPCOMING EVENTS |
DATE

EVENT & LOCATION

INFORMATION

Tuesday, September 9th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Monthly Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: Transportation Infrastructure & Catastrophic
Events
Speakers:Albert Romano, Vice President & Phoenix
Office Manager, Hill International

Thursday, September 11th

ASCE/ASHE Joint 2014 Conference
Desert Willow Conference Center
4340 E. Cotton Center Blvd., Phoenix, AZ

Register online and download the conference flyer
from the ASCE website at www.azsce.org.

Tuesday, October 14th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Monthly Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: TBD
Speakers: Karla Petty, Arizona Division
Administrator, FHWA

Tuesday, November 11th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Monthly Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: AASHTO Green Book Update
Speakers: Steve Boschen, Deputy State Engineer,
Arizona Department of Transportation

Tuesday, December 9th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Monthly Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: Transportation in Scottsdale - Past & Present
Speakers: Paul Basha, Transportation Director,
City of Scottsdale

MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION EVENT HUGE SUCCESS
ASHE hosted its 5th Annual “Members Only” Appreciation Event on Monday, August 18th at the Octane Raceway in Scottsdale.
Members were invited to attend this free special event to enjoy food, drinks, prizes, and networking. Indoor go-cart racing is
optional but each year the fastest driver gets to take home the coveted “ASHE Cup” trophy. For the second year running, our best driver
was Steve Boschen from ADOT.
This year we had a record-breaking number of attendees which included all three of our recent scholarship recipients and guests. Everyone
had a great time whether they raced or not and they are all looking forward to next year’s competition. In order to attend this annual
event, you must be an ASHE member in good-standing. Apparently, the word
got out about our evening of healthy competition and fun and it resulted in the
addition of several new members
paying their annual dues to be
included at the event.
Additional event photos are
included at the end of this
newsletter.
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| NEW MEMBERS | WELCOME TO ASHE!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Larry Bruce, URS
Rafael Davis, ADOT
John Ritter, ProTeX the PT Xperts, LLC
Thomas Perkins, ProTeX the PT Xperts, LLC
Paul Driver, MCDOT
Ed Mears, Pulice Construction
Jay VanEcho, Horrocks Engineers

TOTAL MEMBERS COUNT

MEMBERSHIP IN ASHE IS AN INVESTMENT IN YOU. Like many other investments you make, you can’t necessarily predict when or
what the return may be–you simply know that over time, the investment will pay off. In addition to personal enrichment and broadening
your skill sets, ASHE will enhance you as an employee. You have access to a national network focused on the professional development
and promotion of professionals across all modes of transportation. Through ASHE you have access to networking, networking and
more networking. If you are already a member, please encourage others to become members and your name will be entered into a
drawing at the end of the year. Have them add your name as a referral under the “How did you hear about ASHE” section on the
application. Contact Alan Ferreira at Alan.Ferreira@wilsonco.com or visit our website at www.sonoran.ashe.pro for
membership information and application.

| MEMBER SPOTLIGHT | YUNG KOPROWSKI, PE, PTOE
Written by: Jeanne Sapon, Business Development Manager of DBA Construction, Inc.
30 MINUTES WITH YUNG KOPROWSKI - Having served on the ASHE Board, in one
capacity or another since the Sonoran Section began, I have become acquainted with some
of the most brilliant and captivating individuals in our industry. I spend approximately 30
minutes interviewing someone new each quarter to highlight in the ASHE newsletter, and
this quarter was no exception.
The first time I met Yung Koprowski was at an ASHE Section breakfast. At first, she seems
quiet and maybe a little shy, but once you get to know her, you know she is a no-nonsense,
intelligent and articulate professional woman. To say Yung is a Professional Engineer and a
Professional Traffic Operations Engineer is like saying Bill Gates is an inventor. In speaking
with her during our short 30 minutes, I found that Yung works on some of the most complex
and invaluable civil engineering and traffic safety programs currently ongoing in the State.
As an employee of Lee
Engineering in the role of
Project Engineer, some of
Yung’s more interesting
projects include:

Yung Koprowski, P.E., PTOE
Project Engineer
LEE ENGINEERING

•

MAG
Strategic
Transportation Safety Plan

•

City of Phoenix Bicycle Master Plan

•

Bell Road Adaptive Signal Control Technology Deployment for Maricopa County Department of Transportation – this requires
coordination with ADOT and the cities of Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, Surprise, and Scottsdale, as well. Adaptive signals can
detect changes in traffic volumes along a particular corridor responding in read-time to special events or accidents/interferences
in the general area. Employing this technology can improve traffic conditions and provide greater
mobility.
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| MEMBER SPOTLIGHT (CONTINUED) | YUNG KOPROWSKI, P.E., PTOE
•

Mesa Westside Adaptive Signal Control Technology Deployment

•

Mesa ARID (Anonymous Re-Identification Device) where travel time (not to be confused with traveling through time) is collected
by matching Bluetooth or WiFi signals inside passing vehicles

•

Roadway Safety Assessments for both the City of Phoenix (funded by MAG) and Pima County (funded by PAG)

An employee of Lee Engineering for 4.5 years and her prior employment with Morrison-Maierle, was her first real job out of college.
Yung was educated at Arizona State University where she received her BSCE for Civil Engineering in 2007. Yung told me she had been
encouraged to attend an ASHE meeting and join the organization by our then President, John Derr. Soon after, Yung became involved
in ASHE committees and the Board of Directors, and in 2011 was nominated and received the National ASHE Young Member of the
Year Award.
Beginning in high school, Yung was drawn to volunteerism with Habitat for Humanity. Up until recently, this had remained one of her
top priorities/hobbies where she was promoted within the volunteer organization from a General Volunteer, to Team Lead and up to
House Lead … something she valued and worked on for more than 7 years. The only child of a homemaker/teaching assistant and an
Electrical Engineer from Motorola, Yung wanted to become a Veterinarian. Her focus in school was going to be BioMedical Engineering
to prepare her for Veterinary School, but the ongoing exposure to construction through her volunteering would later effect her decision
on a major and ultimately lead her to Civil Engineering.
A hard worker in so many ways, Yung graduated from Hamilton High School in Chandler as her class Valedictorian. She had received
scholarships including one for coursework at any local community college. Taking full advantage of the resource, while attending ASU
with her regular coursework, she took a Physics class at Mesa Community College. This is where she met Keith Koprowski, who would
later become Yung’s husband. Keith is also a Civil Engineer working for Burns & McDonnell.
Yung was born in Malaysia but became a U.S. citizen in 1998 when both her mother became a citizen and her stepfather adopted her.
Married in Malaysia to include her mother’s family, she and Keith are raising their son Chase, who will be 2 years old September 1st.
They are expecting their second child on September 17th. Yung and Keith enjoy traveling when they aren’t working but with a young
son and a new baby on the way, their priorities have changed slightly, hence the reason she has slowed down on her Habitat for Humanity
volunteer work.
Yung is currently the Phoenix Sonoran Section’s 1st Vice President. In this capacity, she is involved in many committees within the
organization that help to make it a great success. We are extremely thrilled that she came to visit and decided to stay. I’m always
impressed with the people I get to interview for these articles and I’m really glad I asked Yung to be my subject this quarter. I hope you
all have the chance to get to know her too.
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| FALL EVENTS |
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| SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS |
Through the Phoenix Sonoran Section’s efforts to raise money for our Scholarship Fund (proceeds from golf tournaments and other
fund raisers), this year we were able to give three scholarships to deserving students. The applications we received this year were all
very well written and included some top students at each of the three State universities (ASU, UofA and NAU). For that reason, the
ASHE Scholarship Committee presented a proposal to the Board asking for additional funds to give two smaller scholarships (at $500
each). After a brief discussion on the subject, the Board agreed and three scholarships were awarded this year. All three recipients were
invited to attend (with a guest) the Annual ASHE Cup Member Appreciation Event on August 18th where they were presented with
their respective checks and met with ASHE members. The following paragraphs include short bios on each of our scholarship winners
for 2014-15:
$1,500.00 Recipient - Christopher Sobie is currently an undergraduate student studying Civil Engineering at
Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona. Entering his senior year at NAU, Chris has completed one
undergraduate research project, “Pilot Study: A Methodology for Addressing Bicycle / Motor Vehicle Conflict
Zones,” and is currently working on two new undergraduate research projects, also with an emphasis in traffic
engineering. He has presented his research at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research as well as
the Arizona Conference on Roads and Streets. In addition, he serves at the Fundraising Chair for the Northern
Arizona University American Society of Civil Engineers Chapter. Chris will receive his B.S. in Civil Engineering in May 2015.
Chris is currently an intern at Lee Engineering, LLC where he has assists with projects that involve engineering
analysis for transportation projects. Projects he has worked on include roadway safety assessments, the ADOT
AASHTO United States Bicycle Route System planning, and the ADOT I-10 Phoenix Corridor Safety Study.
In the past he interned at the Minnesota Department of Transportation where he worked on various transportation projects ranging
from surveying to highway design.
Chris received the BETA System and Parent Connection Scholarships while attending Minnesota State University, Mankato for academic success. In addition, he received a Scholarship from the Asia Pacific Foundation when he studied at the University of Canterbury
in Christchurch, New Zealand. Chris has made the Dean’s List every semester he has attended Northern Arizona University and was
selected to the Honor Society.
$500.00 Recipient - Haley Koesters will be a senior studying civil engineering at the University of
Arizona this fall. She is looking forward to graduating this upcoming May, and plans to attend graduate school in fall 2015. She worked this past summer at the University of Iowa in an environmental
engineering research lab, and last summer as a water resources intern at Kimley-Horn & Associates in
Phoenix. The upcoming school year will be especially busy as she is one of the co-coordinators planning the ASCE Pacific Southwest Conference, which will bring 1,000 civil engineering students to
Tucson in April 2015. Haley enjoys art, traveling, coffee, concerts, being outdoors, and spending time
with loved ones. She is very grateful to have received this scholarship from ASHE, as it will really help
to get her closer to starting off her career.
$500.00 Recipient - Robert Richards, III is a Sun Devil at ASU in Barrett, The Honors College with Junior
standing working towards a Construction BSE and eventually MSE. His inspiration came after completing an ASU summer program called “Summer
Transportation Institute” while in high school. As
one of 40 students, he spent 3 weeks studying the
transportation engineering aspects of Arizona in
which a visit the Hoover Dam Bypass initiated
his dream career in the construction of highways
and bridges. Robert applied for (and received) an
ADOT internship right after high school and has
worked in the Research Center and Survey Office
as part of the internship rotation.
With a passion for music, Robert also plays the saxophone in the ASU
Marching Band. He is greatly appreciative for this scholarship award and
applauds ASHE’s efforts to support the engineering of highways.

Yung Koprowski with scholarship winners at the
Annual Member Appreciation Event
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| FEATURED TRANSPORTATION PROJECT |
Interstate 10 - Dike Reconstruction at Ehrenberg
CLIENT

| Arizona Department of Transportation, Yuma District

CONTRACTOR | DBA Construction, Inc. (General Contractor) - Jordan Hamula, Project Manager
ENGINEER

| Jacobs (Prime Consultant) - George Lopez-Cepero, P.E., Project Manager

PROJECT SUMMARY | The project, contracted through ADOT as a design-bid-build, was for the repair of seven (7) dikes running
north to south that divert water to box culverts under Interstate 10 near the California border. Resulting from heavy rains in the area
and time, the dikes were found to be failing in multiple areas that had the potential to cause flood waters from the wash to overtop the
highway.

BEFORE

DBA imported approximately 13,000 CY of fill, reshaped and compacted the dikes at the failed locations. We also imported 5,000
tons of 16” rip-rap that was placed on the toe of the dike slopes to prevent further erosion. The scope of the project also included the
replacement of 400 LF of barbed wire fencing, the placement of hydroseeding for 9 acres surrounding the project, and the placement of
18 CY of grouted rip-rap along the base of the box culverts to help with the water diversion.
The project was completed within an environmentallysensitive area which required that no heavy equipment or
vehicular traffic was allowed 15’ beyond the dikes. For this
reason, DBA’s phasing plan included a well planned staging
process to move material in and out of the ADOT right-ofway.
As the project was being constructed along a very busy section
of Interstate 10 that carries a great deal of semi-truck traffic
hauling between Arizona and California, the project required
extensive traffic control measures.

AFTER
THE SONORAN BYPASS | PAGE 8

| NEWSLETTER SPONSORS |
Has your firm advertised in this issue? Contact Jeanne Sapon at (602) 442-6767 to get all the details on how you can take advantage
of this opportunity and participate in our quarterly newsletter.

Engineering Today for Tomorrow!

RICK ENGINEERING.COM

6150 N O R TH 16TH STR E E T

/

PH O E N I X , A Z 8 5016

/

T. (6 02) 957- 3 3 50

THE SONORAN BYPASS | PAGE 9

| NEWSLETTER SPONSORS | CONTINUED

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK • DESIGN-BUILD •
JOB ORDER CONTRACT • DESIGN-BID-BUILD • HEAVY
HIGHWAY• WATER/WASTEWATER • PARKS • STRUCTURES •
UTILITIES • MINING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

480.892.0521 ph | www.huntercontracting.com
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| MEMBER APPRECIATION EVENT
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| SCHOLARSHIP “THANK YOU” NOTES
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| SCHOLARSHIP “THANK YOU” NOTES
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| SCHOLARSHIP “THANK YOU” NOTES
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