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| PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE |
Greetings! Now that the elections have past, and those we have 
sent to Washington DC can resume their disagreements, many of us 
are shifting our focus towards coming together and working towards 
the good things in life…and so is our local ASHE chapter. Many of 
us are now in holiday mode, and the chapter is planning our annual 
holiday breakfast for our December section meeting. We hope to see 
you there!

Continuing the spirit 
of coming together, we 
recently held our annual 
golf scholarship fundraiser 
outing on October 5th at Grayhawk Golf Club. Many thanks go to John Willett for organizing 
the event, Huitt-Zollars for their primary sponsorship, and the others who helped organize this 
fun outing at a beautiful golf course. Please consider playing and joining the fun for a great 
cause next year. Also, the joint ASCE/ASHE conference in September was a great success and 
the proceeds ASHE received were placed in the scholarship fund. We have begun the planning 
for the next bowling event, which is scheduled for after the New Year.

Finally, the success of our ASHE section is exemplified by the highway professionals continuing 
to come together and growing the chapter. We are now up to 124 members. Growth in our 
membership increases educational and networking opportunities, improves the quality of our 
events, and provides more scholarship opportunities to future professionals. Of course, it comes 
down to the volunteers that make it all happen. I want to thank all of the volunteers that make 
our section what it is, including the two newest–Amara Peterson with the newsletter and Alan 
Ferreira with the Membership Committee. Volunteers are always needed and welcomed. Please 
contact a current board member to get involved.

Happy holidays!

Jason Pagnard, P.E. - Phoenix Sonoran President

Jason Pagnard, P.E.
Burgess & Niple

PHOENIX SONORAN PRESIDENT
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| MISSION STATEMENT |
The mission of ASHE is to provide a forum for members 
and partners of the highway industry that supports education, 
innovation, and fellowship; promoting a safe and efficient highway 
system for mobility now and in the future. 
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| EVENTS CALENDAR | VISIT US ON THE WEB! www.sonoran.ashe.pro

If you would like to help with upcoming events or have a program topic, please contact:
Jason Pagnard - 602.244.8100 / jason.pagnard@burgessniple.com
James Schleich - 602.952.9123 / jschleich@huitt-zollars.com

| UPCOMING EVENTS |
DATE EVENT & LOCATION INFORMATION

Tuesday, December 11th
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Holiday Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North

Topic: I-19 Corridor DCR
Speaker: Robin Raine, ADOT

Tuesday, January 8th
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North

Topic: TBD
Speaker: Rick Ellis, Pima County

Tuesday, February 12th
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North

Topic: SR347/UPRR Crossing
Speaker: TBD

SAVE THE DATE!
February/March

2013 Member Bowling Event
AMF Squaw Peak Lanes

3049 E. Indian School Rd. Phoenix, AZ 85016
Watch for upcoming details!

| HOLIDAY SECTION MEETING |
Date: Tuesday, December 11th

Time: 7:30 - 8:00 am Registration & Breakfast
 8:00 am Presentation | Robin Raine, ADOT: I-19 Corridor DCR 

Place: Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
 3838 East Van Buren, Phoenix 

RSVP: www.sonoran.ashe.pro $20 - ASHE Members

$30 - Non-members & Walkins  

          
(this meeting only)

HELLO
MY NAME IS

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE!
www.sonoran.ashe.pro

2013 MEMBER BOWLING EVENT

Come out and have fun on a Friday 
afternoon and see if James Barr 
and Sammy Williams can defend 
their respective high score titles! 
Bowling includes shoe rental, if you 
need them. Be on the lookout for 
more details!

SAVE THE DATE
FEBRUARY/MARCH

NEW WEBSITE!

Win raffle prizes!



| NEW MEMBERS | WELCOME TO ASHE!
• Paul Baca, URS

• Brian Howard, Parsons Brinckerhoff

• Chris Kmetty, Markham Contracting

• Josiah Roberts, URS

• Teresa Welborn, ADOT

• Chad McDermott, HDR

| MEMBER SPOTLIGHT | GREGG CREASER, P.E.
An active member of ASHE’s Sonoran Section since February of 2010, Gregg Creaser, P.E. has 
provided geotechnical services in Arizona for more than 30 years. His official title is President/CEO; 
however, a more likely description is Manager of Geotechnical Engineering Operations, technical 
support for all other departments and offices, rain maker, chief bottle washer, toilet fixer...etc. Gregg 
married his wife, Rocki, over 32 years ago. They have two grown children, Clay and Sara, and one 
grandson, Parker. Gregg holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Arizona State University and is an avid 
Sun Devil’s fan. Asked what he thought he would be when he was growing up, Gregg replied, “Always 

some branch of civil engineering or construction since I 
liked to play in the dirt with my Tonka Toys; they were 
made with real metal when I was a kid.” Gregg’s personal 
and professional accomplishments that he is especially 
proud of include raising fine, successful children, and the 
opportunity to advance with Speedie & Associates from 

day one (when the company had only three employees), being an owner for the last 11 years and growing it to more than 160 people at 
its peak. Some personal advice shared by Gregg for people starting their career is, “Work hard like you own the place. Who knows, you 
may get very lucky and end up owning the company, like me.”
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Gregg Creaser, P.E.
President/CEO

SPEEDIE & ASSOCIATES

TOTAL MEMBERS COUNT

MEMBERSHIP IN ASHE IS AN INVESTMENT IN YOU. Like many other investments you make, you can’t necessarily predict when or 
what the return may be–you simply know that over time, the investment will pay off. In addition to personal enrichment and broadening 
your skill sets, ASHE will enhance you as an employee. You have access to a national network focused on the professional development 
and promotion of professionals across all modes of transportation. Through ASHE you have access to networking, networking and more 
networking. If you are already a member, please encourage others to become members and your name will be entered into a drawing 
at the end of the year. Have them add your name as a referral under the “How did you hear about ASHE” section on the application. 
Contact either Yung Koprowski at ykoprowski@lee-eng.com, Alan Ferreira at ASFerreira@wilsonco.com or visit 
our website at www.sonoran.ashe.pro for membership information and application.

| SPECIAL THANKS | NEWSLETTER REVAMP
The Phoenix Sonoran Chapter wishes to thank Amara Peterson with Hunter Contracting Co. for all of her 
hard work on revamping our newsletter. Please drop her an email at amarap@huntercontracting.com to 
share your appreciation.

Thank you!
Thank you!
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| FALL EVENTS | WORK HARD...

SEPTEMBER SECTION MEETING
Speaker: Jennifer Toth, P.E., State Engineer - ADOT Organization and Program Update

OCTOBER SECTION MEETING
Speakers: Jeff Hearne, Vice President of Salt River Materials Group & Jeff Benedict, Senior Sales Manager of Valero Marketing and 
Supply Company - Changes to the MAG Specs and How it Will Affect Agency, Private and Commercial Projects 

Jennifer Toth, P.E., Speaker LtoR: Jason Pagnard, Section President; Andrew 
Moreno, 2012 ASHE Scholarship Winner; James 

Schleich, Section Vice President

LtoR: Jason Pagnard, Section President; 
Jay Guertin, Section Past President; 

Jennifer Toth, Speaker; James Schleich, 
Section Vice President

Jeff Benedict, Speaker LtoR: Jeff Hearne, Speaker; James Schleich, 
Section Vice President; Jeff Benedict, Speaker

Jeff Benedict, Speaker
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| FALL EVENTS | ...PLAY HARD!

3RD ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP GOLF CLASSIC
October 5, 2012 - Talon Course at Greyhawk Golf Club

A total of seven teams participated in the 2012 ASHE Scholarship Golf Classic. The weather was beautiful and those that participated 
had a great time. Congratulations to the team of Tim Muller, John Gleason, Dave Nuttal, and Jeanne Sapon for 
winning the event with a score of 22 under par! 

NOVEMBER SECTION MEETING
Speaker: Karla Petty, FHWA Arizona Division Administrator -  Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP 21) and 
Every Day Counts (EDC)

November 13, 2012: Karla Petty, Speaker LtoR: Lisa Ruane, Section Director; Jay Guertin, 
Past President; Karla Petty, Speaker; Dawn 

Fortuna, Section Director

The 2013 event will be held in September/October, so start thinking of your team!
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| FEATURED TRANSPORTATION PROJECT |

La Cañada Drive: Ina Road to Calle Concordia - Tucson, Arizona
Design | HDR
Construction | KE&G
Client | Pima County Department of Transportation

PROJECT DESIGN | Design of the project, which enhances a critical link between 
the Town of Oro Valley and Ina Road Corridor, was nearly complete in 2003 when 
funding was pulled due to the economic downturn. The project resurrected in 2007 with 
funding support from the Regional Transportation Authority. HDR was charged with re-
engineering the original design in a greatly changed political, regulatory and community 
environment while still meeting the original budget.

PROJECT PURPOSE | The purpose of this project was to widen over three miles of 
La Cañada Drive from a rural two-lane section to a four-lane urban section south of Ina 
Road to Calle Concordia with paved shoulders, curb and gutter, sidewalks, and a public-
use trail. HDR combined creative and nimble engineering that involved a multi-phased 
planning, design and construction effort. The team worked through competing interests 
from the client, stakeholder agencies and community groups alike. 

PROJECT COMPLEXITY | The La Cañada Drive project was very complex 
and involved many core HDR disciplines, as well as support from key local 
subcontractors. Key deliverables included a design concept report; Environmental 
Assessment and Mitigation Report; field survey and base mapping; traffic, air quality 
and noise analyses; cultural resources; hazardous materials; biological evaluation; 
geotechnical investigations; signalization and lighting; pavement design; pavement 
drainage design; cross drainage design to resolve the many breakout flows between 
watersheds caused by the existing roadway; custom retaining, headwall and noise 
wall structural engineering; and final civil plans, specifications and cost estimate. 

The project also involved extensive coordination with public and government 
agencies; relocation of numerous wet and dry utilities; obtaining an individual Clean 
Water Act 404 Permit and 401 Water Quality Certification; and assisting Pima County 
Real Property Division with more than 120 right-of-way and easement acquisitions. 
It was necessary to relocate 21 Western Area Power Administration transmission 
poles, a $2.8 million project cost. A new Metropolitan Water transmission line was 
designed by HDR under a separate contract and was installed prior to construction of 
the roadway. Public input was a major issue, particularly with respect to noise walls.

PROJECT APPROACH | By embedding an internal project manager within Pima County’s Transportation Department, a first for the 
County, and developing a “Noise 101” class to educate the public, HDR provided a proactive, tailored public outreach strategy that 
overcame animated opposition that had demanded more noise walls than necessary. This public education program is now the County’s 
template to deal with controversial issues on future projects. For example, if right of way is considered to be the major issue on a 
particular project, the County will conduct a “Right-of-way 101” class in the early project stages. The County found that this results in an 
educated public that understands the requirements and how the process works, and an appreciative public that values the effort spent in 
developing these presentations, which improves credibility with a public for successful project implementation. Early efforts informed 
the public, and staying in contact was key to building consensus.

| NOISE WALL |



PROJECT RESULTS | The public’s sense of investment in the project proved as important as the final product by instilling community 
pride into it and advancing a positive public image of engineering. The project increases multi-modal safety, capacity and mobility, 
with a public-use trail for joggers, walkers and equestrian use. Custom landscaping and decorative noise walls beautify the area, 
complementing the desert aesthetic. Additionally, the design of a new storm drain and cross drainage system eliminates traffic driving 
through or diverting from flooded sections of the roadway during monsoon season. The La Cañada Drive project extends the area’s 
reputation as a top bicycle friendly community; accommodates increased traffic demands through 2030; improves vehicular, pedestrian, 
bicycle and equestrian safety; and improves traffic mobility.

“I want to especially acknowledge the contributions from the HDR design team,” said Rick Ellis, engineering division manager with 
Pima County DOT. “In many ways, La Cañada became a signature project for Pima County DOT. Our success with the project, and for 
the whole corridor, could not have been achieved without the valuable contributions from the HDR team. They NEVER wavered in their 
commitment to deliver this project in line with the ambitious goals that had been laid out in the very beginning.”
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| COMPLETED CORRIDOR |

| FEATURED TRANSPORTATION PROJECT | CONTINUED
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| NEWSLETTER SPONSORS |
Has your firm advertised in this issue? Contact Dawn Fortuna at (480) 772-7271 to get all the details on how you can take 
advantage of this opportunity and participate in our quarterly newsletter.

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK • DESIGN-BUILD • 
JOB ORDER CONTRACT • DESIGN-BID-BUILD • HEAVY 

HIGHWAY• WATER/WASTEWATER • PARKS • STRUCTURES • 
UTILITIES • MINING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

480.892.0521 ph | www.huntercontracting.com



| NEWSLETTER SPONSORS | CONTINUED
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ADOT CIVIL RIGHTS OFFICE
 
1135 North 22nd Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Maildrop 154A 
Phoenix, AZ 85009
(602) 712-7761 phone
(602) 712-8429 fax
 
Visit the ADOT Civil Rights Office 
Online at www.adotdbe.com


