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"Provide a forum for members and partners of the highway industry to promote a safe,
efficient and sustainable highway system through education, innovation and fellowship."

President’s Message
It’s hard to imagine our section has been in existence for
two years. As we head into year three, it’s apparent the
Phoenix Sonoran Chapter of ASHE is beginning to take the
identity of an award winning section. John Derr and Yung
Koprowski will be accepting awards for National Member
and Young Member of the Year, respectively at the ASHE
2011 National Conference in Orlando. Both have worked
hard to help our section grow into what it is today which
has also resulted in the Hart Award which is awarded to
the section with the largest percent membership increase
during the previous year.

The Phoenix Sonoran Section grew to eighty nine members during the past year and I want to give
credit where credit is due. This happens through hard work, leadership and a great membership base
that is willing to spread the word about our section. Thank you to all who participate and encourage
others to join. Although the economy has been slow, it is a great time to get involved in ASHE.
Through networking, education and innovation we can have an affect on the trends and policies in
Arizona transportation and the future of our industry.
Our new board is now in place and we welcome Jeanne Sapon as our new Secretary and the promotion
of John Willett and Yung Koprowski to our new 3rd Year Directors. As we expand, we are always
looking for members to become more involved in our organization and opportunities on our
committees will continue to grow.
So what lies ahead for our section in the upcoming 2011/2012 year? We will continue to have great
speakers at our monthly breakfast meetings and adding more events in addition to our annual bowling
and Golf Scholarship events. At this year’s 2nd Annual Golf Tournament we were joined by our National
President, Mr. John Hetrick and a good time was had by all. We expect our Scholarship Committee to
get into full swing and award our first scholarship this year.
It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve the Phoenix
Sonoran section of ASHE these past two years as 2nd Vice
President and 1st Vice President. I want to thank Jim for his
skill and leadership as our president this past year. We
appreciated his ability to promote our organization while
working in Guam for his job. It was a challenging situation but
he served our section well during his tenure.
Now I am
honored and look forward to the opportunity in serving as your
next president. Thank you in advance for your advice and help
in achieving our next year’s goals. Jay Guertin, Incoming
Section President.
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Calendar of Events
Event This Month

If you would like to help with
upcoming events or have a
program topic…….

June Breakfast Meeting
Tuesday, June 14, 2011
• 7:30 to 8:00 AM Registration and Breakfast
• 8:00 AM Presentation

Please contact:

Melissa Boyles, ADOT DBE Program
$20 for ASHE members
$25 for Non-Members and Walk-Ins

Jay Guertin
602-549-7079
guertin@pbworld.com

Location: Hilton Garden Inn,
Phoenix Airport North,
3838 East Van Buren, Phoenix
(RSVP at www.ashephx.org)

Or
Jason Pagnard
602-844-8100
jpagnard@burnip.com

Upcoming Events
DATE

EVENT and LOCATION

SPEAKERS and TOPIC

June 14, 2011

June Breakfast Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 East Van Buren

Melissa Boyles, ADOT
Civil Rights Administrator
ADOT DBE Program

July, 2011

Summer Break

August, 2011

TBD

ASHE Phoenix Sonoran
Section Website:
www.ashephx.org
Check Us Out For Updates!

Membership Appreciation Event

National Conference
Orlando, June 22-26, 2011
For more information:
www.ashe2011.org
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Spring Events
March 2011
Chuck Howe, ADOT
Mr. Howe gave an
overview of the EPA
Audit Report and
Lessons Learned.
Pictured left to right,
Jim Mischler, Chuck
Howe and Jay Guertin

April 2011
John Lobo and Mark Pilwallis,
Gannett Fleming
Mr. Lobo and Mr.
Pilwallis presented an
update on the PHX Sky
Train™,
Elevated
Guideway. Pictured left
to right, Mark Stark,
Mark Pilwallis, John
Lobo, Carol Hardy, and
Jim Mischler

May 2011
Al Kattan, MCDOT
Mr. Kattan discussed
MCDOT’s
upcoming
Project
Scoping
Guidelines. Pictured left
to right
Mark Startk,
Jason Pagnard, Al Kattan,
Lisa Ruane and Jay
Guertin.
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Membership Update
New Members
We proudly welcome the following new members:

Matthew Walkowiak, HDR

Total Section
Members:

Eric Watkins, Nfra, Inc

Lysa Endyk, Wood Patel & Associates

Kelly Roy, MCDOT

Curt Slagell, Aztec

Carlos Lara, Tristar Engineering and Management
Please contact Yung Koprowski at ykoprowski@lee-eng.com if you have any questions, need additional membership
information, update your contact information or need an application to join.

Transitions & Awards
The Phoenix Sonoran Section will be proudly represented at the upcoming ASHE National
Conference being held in Orlando this month.
John Derr, P.E. of Gannett Fleming is being honored as the National Member of the Year. John
was instrumental in founding our chapter in 2009 and served as our first president. His experience
in the Harrisburg Section rising through the ranks from Director to Section President, helped
develop this new and vibrant chapter in the Southwest.
Yung Koprowski, E.I.T of Lee Engineering is being awarded the National Young Member of the
Year. Yung’s hard work and dedication as our Membership Chair helped us grow our chapter to
89 members. She has proactively sought ASHE National funding to promote our organization, a
strong reason for our success. Yung captures the spirit of what ASHE wants from our young
members with her enthusiasm and hard work.
Their combined efforts have led to our section being awarded the 2011 Hart Award from ASHE
National in recognition of the largest percentage growth in local membership across all of ASHE.
We grew our group by 53.7% in one year. You are all part of our success, so job well done by all
of you as well.
What have you done lately that deserves a pat on the back? A promotion, an award, a new job?
Let us know so we can celebrate your success!

Why ASHE, Why Now?
Membership in ASHE is an investment in you. Like many other investments you make, you can’t necessarily predict when or
what the return may be; you simply know that over time, the investment will pay off. In addition to personal enrichment and
broadening your skill sets, ASHE will enhance you as an employee. You have access to a national network focused on the
professional development and promotion of engineering professionals across all modes of transportation. Through ASHE you
have access to networking, networking and more networking.
Annual renewal time is upon our members. Be watching for an electronic email from Susie Mason our Treasurer. Please
send you checks to her at Gannett Fleming, 4722 N. 24th Street, Suite 250, Phoenix, AZ 85016-4852.
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2011 2nd Annual Golf Tournament

2nd Annual Scholarship Classic
The 2nd Annual Scholarship Event was held Friday, May 13th at the Arizona Grand Resort. It was a warm day, but the
11 Teams that participated in the event had fun anyway, especially at the 14th hole. This hole required participants to
hit their tee shot blindfolded. Congratulations to the team of Randy Weyrauch, Eric Watkins, Dale Drost and Terry
Otterness for winning the event with a score of 25 under par. ASHE would like to thank the following hole sponsors as well as the participants in the golf and after golf events in raising $1500 for the scholarship fund.
Austin Bridge & Road
Civtech
Huitt-Zollars

Aztec
Gannett-Fleming
Nfra

Cardo/TBE
Horrocks
Universal

ASHE would also like to thank the volunteers that helped make the event a success - Beth Beaubien, Susie Mason,
Mark Stark, and John Willett. Planning for the 2012 event will begin in late 2011 with the event scheduled for early/mid
May next year, so start making plans to attend. The golf committee consisted of JoAnne D'Alessio, Mark Stark, Vance
Tuttle, Jason Watson, and John Willett.
Photos from the event can be found at https://picasaweb.google.com/
ASHEsonoran/2ndAnnualASHEScholarshipClassic#
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Featured Transportation Project
NFra Inc.-Design of Maricopa Regional Supplemental Noise Walls

Project Summary
In 2007 Maricopa Association of Government’s (MAG)
Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) through
meetings with their member agencies and
neighborhood leaders identified the need for noise
walls at eleven locations along the valley freeway
system. Proposition 400 funds established in 2004 are
being used to construct walls where noise levels had
increased due to higher traffic volumes. This $20M
project involved the cities of Phoenix, Scottsdale,
and Peoria and the unincorporated area of Maricopa
County (Sun City West). The project is being
administered through ADOT’s Valley Project
Management (VPM) Section.

Wall Locations:
Five walls are located within the City of Phoenix
jurisdiction, two in Scottsdale, three in Peoria, and one in
Maricopa County.

Public Outreach / Partnering:
Public involvement was vital to the successful completion of the design. Under the direction of ADOT’s VPM Section, NFra worked closely
with ADOT’s Communication and Community Partnerships Division (CCP) to keep the public informed as the design progressed. Three
public meetings and five community meetings were held at various sites to inform HOA’s and the communities about the wall locations,
design, and potential impacts. Feedback from a commercial business and apartment complex owners resulted in Wall SW01, located at
the southeast corner of Camelback Road and I-17, being eliminated from the project.
A portion of Wall SW02 which is located within the F.Q. Story Historic District neighborhood was eliminated after a voting process was
developed in conjunction with the community. A process was established that gave residents within one block of the wall two votes
per household and residents two blocks away one vote per household. The residents felt this was a fair compromise and accepted the
final outcome of eliminating the wall height extension from 7th Avenue to 11th Avenue. In addition to Wall SW02, Walls SW06, SW08,
SW09 and SW11 were coordinated with their respective HOA’s to identify any special construction requirements so that access to
common pathways, multi-use paths, and driveways could be maintained throughout construction.
Wall

Location

Wall Type

th

th

Average Height and Length

SW02

I-10/7 Ave-15 Ave

Concrete with Spread Footings

19' x 1070'

SW03

SR101L/51st Ave

Masonry with Drilled Shafts

14' x 1460'

th

SW04

SR101L/7 St

Concrete with Drilled Shafts

19' x 1900'

SW05

SR101L/Peoria Ave-Grand Ave

Masonry with Drilled Shafts and Spread Footings

20' x 2700'

SW06

SR101L/Olive Ave-Peoria Ave

ADOT Standard Masonry

20' x 4550'

SW07

SR101L/Northern Ave-Olive Ave

ADOT Standard Masonry

17' x 1300'

SW08

SR101L/90th St

Combination & Wall on Bridge

24' x 1720'

SW09

SR101L/Cactus Rd

Masonry with Drilled Shafts

17' x 2200'

SW10

SR51/Greenway Rd

Concrete with Spread Footings

12' x 1850'

SW11

SR303L/Deer Valley Dr-Robertson Dr

ADOT Standard Masonry

18' x 2810'
Total length
Total Area
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21,560 Ft
385,100 SF

Featured Transportation Project (continued)
At Wall SW03, the City of Phoenix was concerned with wall loadings being transferred from the wall to a fragile 42"
diameter water line. The City would not allow drilled shafts within 20-feet of the water line. Maintaining 20-feet on
both sides of the water line increased the span lengths between drilled shafts to 48-feet. To circumvent this issue, a
precast concrete arch was designed to spread the loading outside the influence zone of the 42" pipe. The rest of the
wall was supported on drilled shafts spaced at 12-feet on centers.

The concept layout for proposed Walls SW03, SW04, SW06, and SW11 required replacement of backyard privacy walls.
Through public outreach and team meetings it was determined that replacing privacy walls was not the preferred
method for Walls SW03 and SW04 due to the necessity of obtaining easements from individual homeowners, replacing
equipment and landscaping in private yards, and securing and protecting children and pets during construction.
Partnering with the stakeholders resulted in these walls being constructed further away from the residences along the
frontage roads and freeways. Walls SW06 and SW11 were constructed at a 4-foot offset into ADOT right-of-way to
minimize impacts to the residents.
A City of Peoria developer driven project to build a
southbound frontage road between Northern Avenue
and Olive Avenue originally included Wall SW07. Due
to the economy the developer project was put on
hold. The team coordinated with the City and the
Peoria Unified School District to have the wall
designed and constructed at its ultimate location to
accommodate the future frontage road. New rightof-way was required from the Peoria Unified School
District at the Sun Valley Elementary School to
construct the wall at its ultimate location and to
relocate a private irrigation system.

Initial evaluations of Wall SW08 determined it would be advantageous to construct the wall in the ultimate location
to accommodate the future SR101L general purpose lane instead of removing and reconstructing a higher wall in the
existing location. This avoided reconstructing the wall and relocating a 36" sanitary sewer line in the future. The
ultimate design required the Via Linda Overpass and Camelback Walk Overpass bridges to be widened. The walls and
bridges were coordinated with the City of Scottsdale for aesthetic treatments.

The open communication with those directly impacted by the project resulted in satisfied customers and a smooth
project, both of which were primary goals for this project – a win/win situation.
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Newsletter Sponsors

Has your firm advertised in this issue? Contact Dawn Fortuna (dawn.fortuna@jacobs.com) to get all the
details on how you can take advantage of this opportunity and participate in our quarterly newsletter.
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Newsletter Sponsors (continued)
Has Your Firm Advertised in
This Issue?
Contact Dawn Fortuna 602-650-4016
(To get all the details on how you can
take advantage and participate in our
newsletter. The yearly cost for
advertisement is only $125)

Summer 2011 Page 9

Newsletter Sponsors (continued)

Everything right where you need it!
Arizona’s Newest Hilton Garden Inn
Great corporate discounted rates available
Contact Daniel in corporate sales.
Daniel Katz (602) 293 0338

Your Advertisement Here!
Become a Sponsor Now!
Find Out More…
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