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| PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE |
Hello Everyone–
The holiday season is in full swing and we are getting bombarded
with all of the professional society holiday party invites. I hope
that everyone is able to enjoy these chances to interact with
your friends and colleagues. We do not have a formal holiday
party. Instead, we like to treat our members and guest to a little
bit more upscale breakfast at our December meeting. I look
forward to enjoying
the omelet station
James Schleich, P.E.
and your company
Huitt-Zollars, Inc.
PHOENIX
SONORAN PRESIDENT
at our meeting on
Morning of Tuesday
December 10, 2013.
Enough cannot be said to express my thanks to everyone that worked so hard to raise funds
for our scholarship program. I would like to single out Mark Stark, Dawn Fortuna, and
Al Fields for their work on the joint ASCE/ASHE technical conference and John Willett
and James Bennar for putting together the golf tournament. They put in a substantial time
commitment to ensure that their respective events were not only a success for the section,
but were enjoyable for our membership. Keep up the good work.
National leadership will be holding a Board meeting in Phoenix at the beginning of next
year. This will give our section Board a chance to meet and talk with them face-to-face for
the first time since we were chartered 5 years ago.
This is the season when most of us like to reflect on our actions over the past year, and
looking back over the last year we, as an organization, have made the right choices for our
members, our section and our community.
Here is to making next year as successful as this year.
James Schleich, P.E. - Phoenix Sonoran President

Alan Ferreira, Wilson & Company
alan.ferreira@wilsonco.com
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| MISSION STATEMENT |
The mission of ASHE is to provide a forum for members
and partners of the highway industry that supports education,
innovation, and fellowship; promoting a safe and efficient highway
system for mobility now and in the future.
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| EVENTS CALENDAR | VISIT US ON THE WEB! www.sonoran.ashe.pro
If you would like to help with upcoming events or have a program topic, please contact:
Melissa Boyles - 602.325.9277 / mlb@b2gnow.com

| UPCOMING EVENTS |
DATE

EVENT & LOCATION

INFORMATION

Tuesday, December 10th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Holiday Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: Traffic Control Challenges-Mesa Light Rail Extension
Speaker: Chris Chaffee, Construction Manager, Valley
Transit Constructors; Marc Ahlstrom, Deputy Engineer, City
of Mesa; Rob Antoniak, Public Involvement, Valley Metro;
Luis Mota, Resident Engineer, Valley Metro

Tuesday, January 8th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Monthly Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: TBD
Speaker: TBD

Tuesday, February 12th
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM

Monthly Section Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 E. Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ

Topic: TBD
Speaker: TBD

ASHE PHOENIX SONORAN SECTION GRANTS ITS 2013 SCHOLARSHIP
Scholarships handed out by the American Society
of Highway Engineers since its inception now totals
$1,449,000. Scholarships awarded this past year totaled
$139,500, which is up 19% from the previous year. Thank
you all for your support of our scholarship programs.
Together we are helping to ensure the future of deserving
students and the future of our industry. Please continue to
support this worthy cause at the section level.

From L to R: Susie Mason, Treasurer; Yung Koprowski, 2nd Vice
President; Ashley Welton, ASHE 2013 Scholarship Recipient;
Dawn Fortuna, 1st Vice President; James Schleich, President;
Jeanne Sapon, Secretary; John Willett, 1st Year Director; Jason
Pagnard, Past President

Each year, the ASHE Phoenix Sonoran Section grants
a $1,500 scholarship to a deserving college student
in Arizona. Your participation in the ASHE Golf
Tournament and ASCE/ASHE Conference support the
scholarship fund. Read more on pages 4 and 5.

| IN MEMORY OF | TIM AHRENS
Tim Ahrens passed away on the night of Wednesday, October 23, 2013. A long-time resident of
Arizona, he served in the Peace Corps and worked for the Arizona Department of Transportation
and the Pima Association of Governments. At the time of his death, he worked for HDR
Engineering as Arizona Marketing Manager. He was particularly proud of his work as the RTA
Manager during the plan implementation program process and election in May 2006. He was an
avid golfer and traveler, and an unassuming leader and a champion for Arizona transportation.
Tim was a friend and a mentor to many, and he will be sorely missed.

THE SONORAN BYPASS | PAGE 2

| NEW MEMBERS | WELCOME TO ASHE!

TOTAL MEMBERS COUNT
MEMBERSHIP IN ASHE IS AN INVESTMENT IN YOU. Like many other investments you make, you can’t necessarily predict when or
what the return may be–you simply know that over time, the investment will pay off. In addition to personal enrichment and broadening
your skill sets, ASHE will enhance you as an employee. You have access to a national network focused on the professional development
and promotion of professionals across all modes of transportation. Through ASHE you have access to networking, networking and
more networking. If you are already a member, please encourage others to become members and your name will be entered into a
drawing at the end of the year. Have them add your name as a referral under the “How did you hear about ASHE” section on the
application. Contact Alan Ferreira at Alan.Ferreira@wilsonco.com or visit our website at www.sonoran.ashe.pro for
membership information and application.

| MEMBER SPOTLIGHT | SUSIE CHEN-MASON
Written by: Jeanne Sapon, Business Development Manager of DBA Construction, Inc.
Her first response to my request for an interview was pure horror! ASHE’s Sonoran Section
Treasurer, Susie Chen-Mason, is not used to being in the spotlight and it took some doing on
my part along with some support of other friends to convince her to do this for the quarterly
newsletter.
If you regularly attend monthly luncheons at the
Hilton Garden Inn, you’ll remember Susie as the
Susie Chen-Mason
lady at the check-in desk who takes your money and
ASHE PHOENIX SONORAN
passes out receipts. Susie is a tough person to forget.
SECTION TREASURER
Aside from the fact that she is a very private person,
she has one of those smiles that light up a room. She is instantaneously lovable and she always
has a good thing to say about everyone. Susie has served as the Treasurer of the Sonoran Section since its inception in 2009 and worked
tirelessly along with John Derr and many others to get the Charter Executed.
Number one on Susie’s life priorities is “Family”. Family comes first every time and that began when she was a child growing up in
Manhattan with immigrant parents. Her mom is Puerto Rican and her dad was a chef from China. It’s an interesting story how her parents
met. Her dad found a wallet in the restaurant where he was working in NYC and went the extra mile to return the wallet to its rightful
owner who just happened to be Susie’s future aunt. The traditional Puerto Rican family impressed by this man’s integrity, even though
their cultures were vastly different and he barely spoke English, felt he had the makings of a good provider. The rest, as they say, is
history.
Susie did most of her growing up in the Manhattan and Bronx area of New York City and eventually moved into a more rural area of
South Jersey where she finished high school. She attended Brandywine College in Wilmington, Delaware but had to quit in order to
support herself. After working for Alaimo Group, a Civil Engineering firm in Mount Holly, NJ for 13 years and getting married, her
husband was transferred to the western U.S. and they ended up in Phoenix where Susie found a job working for Gannett Fleming.
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| MEMBER SPOTLIGHT (CONTINUED) | SUSIE CHEN-MASON
During her career, she sought experience from other engineering firms in the Phoenix area, but ultimately, her home was with Gannett
Fleming who helped her attain her lifelong goal of getting not one, but two Bachelor’s degrees, one in Business Administration and
one in Management from the University of Phoenix. Of considerable recognition, she was able to complete all of her coursework for
both degrees within two years. Luckily, her family culture and language assisted her in being able to test out of Spanish… saving her
considerable cost and time.
Some time ago, Susie’s dad had experienced a series of strokes after he had moved back to China permanently. She traveled throughout
the countryside alone to find her dad and spend time with him before he passed away. It was a terrifying and daunting experience but
one that she treasures.
As Gannett Fleming’s Western Regional Financial Manager, Susie reports to John Derr and is responsible for project controls on large
projects (exceeding $6 million) for Phoenix, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Irvine, Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and Houston offices. She has
been in charge of the financial controls associated with the Sky Train project at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport that recently
opened in April of 2013.
Susie is the proud mother of two grown boys, Kyle and Laird. In her spare time, she works on renovating her home that lately has
included staining a concrete patio and reupholstering chairs. She loves to travel and has plans to revisit China this April. Included in her
adventures is hiking into Phantom Ranch at the Grand Canyon not once or twice, but nine times. Susie is a Certified Scuba Diver and is
a seasoned motorcycle rider…a Harley Davidson Sportster!

ASHE PHOENIX SONORAN SECTION TREASURER REQUESTED BY NATIONAL
Recently, the Sonoran Section’s Treasurer, Susie Mason, was invited to participate in a national effort to improve ASHE processes. Due
in part to Ms. Mason’s outstanding efforts to increase productivity and improve communications with ASHE National, Tom Morisi,
ASHE’s National President, requested Susie’s attendance at a special meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In an effort to prepare ASHE
to meet the challenges of today and of the future, the National Executive Board is going to conduct a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, Threats) Analysis. The meeting is tentatively set for January 11, 2014. A dinner is being held for all invitees Friday night,
January 10th then the analysis meeting is going to be conducted the morning of the 11th. All of Susie’s travel and hotel expenses will
be paid by ASHE National. “While ASHE has a strong history and continues to do well, we need to ensure we are ready to meet future
needs by reviewing the organization in its entirety. You are the future of ASHE and have excelled within the organization. We at National
value your input and would very much like to have you attend this event,” wrote Tom Morisi, National ASHE President. Please
congratulate Susie on being asked to participate in this important step to ASHE’s future.

| ASCE/ASHE JOINT CONFERENCE | A GREAT SUCCESS!
Reports from all attendees were excellent this year. It seems that everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the joint conference at the Desert Willow Conference
Center. ASHE’s National President, Tom Morisi was in the house to address
the group as a keynote speaker. Participation from ASHE members was up
considerably from last year and, as a result, the Section profited by more than
$1,300.00…all for the Scholarship Fund. Here’s the conference by the numbers:
ASHE Attendees: 23
ASHE Sponsors: 02
Booth Purchases: 01
Thanks again for your participation and continued support of the Scholarship
Program. The conference was such a great success that the Board is considering another joint conference next year with ASCE. Look
for updates in the newsletter over the coming months and requests for volunteers, etc.
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| FALL EVENTS |
SEPTEMBER SECTION MEETING
Speakers: Karla Petty, District Administrator - FHWA
Topic: Innovation

Speaker: Karla Petty, District Administrator for the FHWA

ASHE SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT IS A SUCCESS STORY
On Friday, October 4th ASHE’s Sonoran Section members and guests participated in the 2013 ASHE
Scholarship Golf Tournament. The greens were fantastic and the views amazing at the Grayhawk Golf
Club in Scottsdale. The group had a shotgun start at 1:00 pm and dinner was served following the
tournament at the clubhouse.
Economics being what they are, our initial sign-ups were low but fast thinking and phoning on the part
of the Special Event committee stirred up a renewed interest that bared fruit for the scholarship fund.
All in all ASHE profited by $2,300 – all monies contributed to the Scholarship Fund!
We want to acknowledge and thank our sponsors this year. Without them, the tournament would not
have been the success story that it was.
Sponsors included:
• Huitt-Zollars and TriStar for dinner
• Point Engineers, Huitt-Zollars, Stantec, Pulice Construction, and TriStar for hole sponsorships
Tournament results were as follows:
• 1st Place Team – Jason Watson, Rob Kidder, Bill Ferris and Paul Tice with a score of 46.
• 2nd Place Team – Steve Boschen, Steve Beasley, Vince Li, and Trent Kelso with a score
of 48.
• Closest to the Pin on #8 – Jason Watson
• Longest Drive on #1 – Daniel Selk
• Longest Putt on #18 – Gary Melita
Congratulations to all our golfers and thanks for your continued support of the
ASHE Scholarship Fund!
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| FALL EVENTS | CONTINUED
OCTOBER SECTION MEETING
Speakers: Jennifer Toth, State Engineer - ADOT
Topic: Safety and Program Delivery

From L to R: Alan Ferreira, 3rd Year Director; James Schleich, President; Jennifer Toth,
State Engineer, Speaker; Yung Koprowski, 2nd Vice President; Steve Boshcen, 3rd
Year Director; Dawn Fortuna, 1st Vice President

NOVEMBER SECTION MEETING
Speakers: Ray Dovalina, Assistant Street Transportation Director; Mark Melnychenko, Special Projects Administrator - City of Phoenix
Topic: Complete Streets

From L to R: Yung Koprowski, 2nd Vice President; Mark Melnychenko, City of Phoenix;
Dawn Fortuna, 1st Vice President; Ray Dovalina, City of Phoenix; James Schleich,
President; Jeanne Sapon, Secretary; Susie Mason, Treasurer; Jason Pagnard, Past
President
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| FEATURED TRANSPORTATION PROJECT |
Kimley-Horn Meets Challenges Posed by Grand Avenue Corridor History
US 60 (Grand Avenue), SR 101L to McDowell Road, Phoenix, Glendale, and Peoria, AZ
DESIGN | Kimley-Horn and Associates
OWNER | Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
PROJECT SUMMARY | Grand Avenue is an urban arterial oriented in a northwesterly direction from central Phoenix through the
metropolitan area. With growing traffic problems in the corridor, ADOT and local agencies began searching for long-term solutions.
Proposition 300 passed by Maricopa County voters in 1985 created a 20-year, 1/2 cent sales tax for constructing the MAG Freeway
System, which included Grand Avenue as a freeway. Studies could not find a feasible, cost-effective freeway alternative for the corridor.
Two major investment studies have been conducted in recent years that identified recommended improvements for Grand Avenue.
The second of those studies was developed through MAG and addressed the corridor from SR 101L to McDowell Road. It proposed
improvements in four phases. This project represents Phase 1, which was expected to cost $40.9 million with $31.1 million from
MAG Proposition 400 funds and $10 million coming from the City of Glendale.
Each of the three cities was given a budget from the MAG-funded portion
and discretion on how the funds would be used. The cities wanted aesthetic
improvements to improve passing travelers’ impressions of their communities,
as well as operational improvements to improve safety and capacity. ADOT
is administering the project and has worked very closely with the cities in
determining a scope of work for each city that does not exceed the city’s budget
for the project.
In 2009, ADOT selected Kimley-Horn to design much-needed operational
and aesthetic improvements for approximately 13 miles of the Grand Avenue
corridor through the cities of Phoenix, Glendale, and Peoria.

Kimley-Horn developed rendering to
show landscaping along Grand Avenue.

Kimley-Horn designed the following operational and safety improvements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Close driveway and median openings
Improve access to adjacent properties
Improve intersections, traffic signals, street lighting, and drainage
Install a new bus bay
Resurface pavement
Construct ADA-compliant sidewalks including a new pedestrian crossing of the BNSF Railroad.

In addition, Kimley-Horn designed the following aesthetic improvements to beautify the corridor:
•
•
•
•
•

New landscaping and hardscape
Decorative fence
Screen walls for adjacent development
Structure painting
Undergrounding of utility lines

This segment of Grand Avenue traverses through three municipalities and runs parallel to the BNSF Railroad, which required building
consensus on project scope with several stakeholders. BNSF rights-of-way abut ADOT rights-of-way nearly the whole length of the
corridor. The project encroaches on BNSF property or otherwise impacts train operations at several locations, requiring close coordination
throughout both the design and construction phases as well as agreements—and in one case—an easement.
Kimley-Horn assisted ADOT in extensive stakeholder coordination including negotiation and execution of agreements with the three
cities, BNSF Railroad, and utility companies. A substantial number of rights-of-way acquisitions and other transactions were also
required, some of which required condemnation. Since the project was planned to receive federalaid funding, Kimley-Horn followed the NEPA process including considerable archaeological and
hazardous materials work to achieve clearance.

THE SONORAN BYPASS | PAGE 7

| FEATURED TRANSPORTATION PROJECT | CONTINUED
GRAND AVENUE THROUGH THE YEARS | The complexities of designing and building a project in the Grand Avenue corridor
requires an understanding of its history.1 The corridor was conceived in 1877, nearly 140 years ago, by Maricopa County as one of four
wagon roads connecting Phoenix to several Arizona locations, in this case Prescott by way of Wickenburg. A $15,000 bond program
was passed to construct the four roads. In 1892, the Santa Fe, Prescott, and Phoenix Railway was constructed adjacent to the road. In
1912, Arizona became a state and Grand Avenue was made a part of the original
State Highway System. Grand Avenue was a segment of the Grand Canyon/Nogales
Highway, the State’s principal north-south route until after WWII. It remained an
unpaved road until about 1920 and was originally numbered State Route 280. It is
likely that much of this 90-year-old-plus pavement underlies the current paved
surface.
The Federal-Aid Road Act of 1916 created funding for a national system of roads,
and Grand Avenue was included in that system, originally as U.S. 89. By 1931, it
had become the principal road connecting Phoenix with the Los Angeles area, and
U.S. 60 and U.S. 70 were added to its designation. In 1957, U.S. 93 was constructed
from Wickenburg to Las Vegas, and that number was also added to its designation.

Grand Avenue in the Alhambra area
(1930s) - courtesy of Arizona State
Archives 98-2647

Grand Avenue’s role has changed dramatically over time from primarily serving statewide and interstate travel to urban travel and
railroad-related commercial travel resulting from the growth of the Phoenix metropolitan area surrounding the corridor. Grand Avenue
now serves six incorporated cities and towns and three unincorporated Sun City communities with a combined population of about two
million people. Much of the original development in the corridor is gone and was built at a time when there were few environmental
regulations in place, such as for underground fuel storage tanks. Ground contamination is a major issue.
As a result of the corridor’s growth and Grand Avenue’s changing role, it has been
necessary to make substantial improvements to the facility over time. In the 1960s,
Grand Avenue was converted from the original two-lane road to a four-lane divided
facility. Since there was substantial development adjacent to the road and little
access control, many driveways were permitted and median openings provided
for access to the development.

27th Avenue and Grand Avenue
(1940s) - courtesy of Arizona State
Archives 03-4677

[

Grand Avenue was constructed on an alignment that created six-legged intersections
with arterial streets, which combined with the railroad’s close proximity, created
major traffic congestion/operations problems at intersections. In the 1970s, a
grade separation at Indian School Road was constructed to create a four-legged
intersection to reduce congestion. Other grade separations have been constructed
in recent years.

]

Through consensus building and comprehensive engineering
solutions, Kimley-Horn worked with ADOT, Phoenix, Glendale,
Peoria, and several significant corridor stakeholders to meet these
challenges stemming from Grand Avenue’s long and varied
history—and also positioned the corridor for the future.

Utility companies like to place their facilities
in roadway corridors to reduce the cost of
rights-of-way acquisition. As a result, power,
gas, water, telecommunications, and cable
television utilities have all made their way
in the highway right-of-way.

1

Much of the historical perspective of Grand Avenue was obtained from “Arizona Transportation History,
Final Report 660”. December, 2011. Arizona Department of Transportation Research Center. Authors:
Mark E. Pry, Ph.D. and Fred Anderson.

Curbing Installed on Grand Avenue
(1963) - courtesy of Arizona State
Archives 02-1841
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| NEWSLETTER SPONSORS |
Has your firm advertised in this issue? Contact Dawn Fortuna at (480) 772-7271 to get all the details on how you can take
advantage of this opportunity and participate in our quarterly newsletter.

YOUR AD HERE
Become a sponsor now!
Contact Dawn Fortuna at:
480.772.7271 for more information
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| NEWSLETTER SPONSORS | CONTINUED

YOUR AD HERE
Become a sponsor now!
Contact Dawn Fortuna at:
480.772.7271 for more information

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK • DESIGN-BUILD •
JOB ORDER CONTRACT • DESIGN-BID-BUILD • HEAVY
HIGHWAY• WATER/WASTEWATER • PARKS • STRUCTURES •
UTILITIES • MINING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

480.892.0521 ph | www.huntercontracting.com
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