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Our ASHE mission statement reads:
“The mission of the American Society of Highway Engineers is to provide a forum for members
and partners of the highway industry to promote a safe, efficient and sustainable highway system
through education, innovation and fellowship.”
This year our program director, Jason Pagnard, is in process of planning a great season of
presentations and discussions that will help further all of us, making our industry base strong. I
am confident you will find our breakfast meetings enjoyable and informative. These gatherings
are also an opportunity to network with other consultants and public agencies and develop
stronger relationships with each other. Please get involved. Bring a friend to the breakfast
meetings, events, or even volunteer to serve on a committee. There will be plenty of
opportunities to invest in our section which will raise the visibility for you and your company.
Thank you to all who already do.
We are also planning more events that will bring the membership core together, while serving
the community, and investing in the future of our profession. It’s going to be plain fun too. Look
for information coming about events such as our annual golf outing, F-1 “ASHE” cup, and
membership appreciation.
Additional goals for this year include section growth, and
ASHE visibility in our community. We plan on attending
conferences and getting the word out to co-workers and
colleagues about ASHE, education, and networking
opportunities. We will be making an announcement in
coming weeks that we will be accepting application for
our first annual scholarships. This is becoming more
important than ever as we see funding sources change
for our projects, and process requirement evolve before
our very eyes. This is happening at both the National
level, and in Arizona. We need to have input and
education to help us do what we do best…build better
roads and bridges for our community. Jay Guertin,
Section President.
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Calendar of Events
Event This Month

If you would like to help with
upcoming events or have a
program topic…….

September Breakfast Meeting
Tuesday, Sept 13, 2011
• 7:30 to 8:00 AM Registration and Breakfast
• 8:00 AM Presentation

Please contact:

Vincent Li, ADOT Statewide

Jay Guertin

$20 for ASHE members
$25 for Non-Members and Walk-Ins

602-549-7079
guertin@pbworld.com

Location: Hilton Garden Inn,
Phoenix Airport North,
3838 East Van Buren, Phoenix
(RSVP at www.ashephx.org)

Or
Jason Pagnard
602-844-8100
jpagnard@burnip.com

Upcoming Events
DATE

EVENT and LOCATION

SPEAKERS and TOPIC

Sept 13 , 2011

Breakfast Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 East Van Buren

Vincent Li
ADOT Statewide Project
Management

Oct 11, 2011

Breakfast Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 East Van Buren

TBD

Nov 8, 2011

Breakfast Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, Phoenix Airport North
3838 East Van Buren

Robert Samour
ADOT Deputy State
Engineer Valley

ASHE Scholarship
ASHE Phoenix Sonoran
Section Website:
www.ashephx.org
Check Us Out For Updates!

In July the Board authorized one
$1,500 scholarship to be awarded this
year.
Some of the eligibility
requirements will be: the applicant
must be enrolled in an Arizona
University, majoring in a transportation
related field (ie. civil engineering,
construction management, planning),
and be in their junior or senior year.
We are expecting to advertise this scholarship in mid September and
are expecting to award the scholarship during the holiday season. If
you know of any qualified candidates that would be interested in
applying of this scholarship, please forward the advertisement to
them when it comes out.
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Summer Events
June 2011
Melissa Boyles, ADOT
Ms. Boyles gave an
update on ADOT’s
DBE program and
upcoming
expectations.

June 2011-Orlando!!!!
From My Perspective: Yung Koprowski
Each year, 42 ASHE sections from across the nation have
the opportunity to submit applications for Member of the
Year and Younger Member of the Year. It was an honor and
huge surprise to have both recipients selected from your
local ASHE Sonoran Section. In addition, our 53.7%
membership increase in 2010 garnered the national Hart
Award.
The ASHE Central Florida Section and the Southeast
Region hosted the 2011 National Conference from June 2226, 2011 in Orlando, Florida. It was my first trip to Orlando
and an ASHE National Conference. My first impression was
the four-lane divided, tolled highway with manicured lawn
median and shoulders, flanked by lagoons with the
occasional alligator. It couldn’t have been any more different
from our own Phoenix freeways!

The people were the best part of the conference. They created a friendly, energetic atmosphere and welcomed the four of us to a point
where we felt like the “popular” kids. Some of the attendees haven’t missed an ASHE conference in over 20 years! Others brought their
families and took full advantage of the family friendly city.
Two nights of social mixers and relaxing by the poolside led up to the main conference day. Although many took full advantage of the
two hospitality suites into the wee hours of the morning, the ASHE Pittsburgh section ensured they had the numbers to “win” the
morning roll call, which they covet each year. Our attendance of four was higher than a few other sections and we received great
applause for travelling the furthest.
The hustle and bustle continued with a full day of conference sessions and a Disney luau dinner accompanied by my husband, other
ASHE families, and rain (the kind where you look for cover and wish for an umbrella). The rain did stop though, allowing us to enjoy
several Polynesian dances and an attention grabbing fire performance. The next morning was spent at the Kennedy Space Station
where the shuttle Atlantis was poised for its final mission.
The conference concluded with the awards banquet where John Derr and I were recognized. Attendees were entertained by the power
of the human voice through Toxic Audio, an a cappella band that was very good.
I would highly recommend attending an ASHE national conference for the networking and overall general experience. Next year’s will
be at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort in Pennsylvania. More information is available at www.ashe2012.org.
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2011 Membership Appreciation

Start your engines!!!!!!

Photos, Videos and Race Times are posted at https://
picasaweb.google.com/ashesonoran

New Members
We proudly welcome the following new members:

Walta Brumskine, Stanley Consultants

Total Section
Members:

Tamara Clarke, Stanley Consultants

Jacqueline Noblitt, Stanley Consultants

Jeff Hamilton, Hunter Contracting

Marvin Small, Aztec Engineering

Please contact Yung Koprowski at ykoprowski@lee-eng.com if you have any questions, need additional membership
information, update your contact information or need an application to join.

Fall 2011 Page 4

Featured Transportation Project
Award Winning Loop 303-Happy Valley Road to Lake Pleasant Parkway
Project Summary
Loop 303 in Maricopa County, Arizona, was planned
by the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
to address the explosive growth experienced in the
Phoenix metropolitan area. ADOT contracted with
Austin Bridge & Road (Austin) to perform prime
construction activities for this $100 million, 5.35 mile
major highway project.
The freeway segment included more than 2.1 million
CY of excavation through a variety of soils and rock,
more than 8 million pounds of reinforced steel,
341,300 SY of Portland Cement Concrete Pavement
and 20,306 tons of asphaltic concrete. In addition to
a large majority of the project, Austin self-performed
the structural portion which called for three pairs of
cast-in-place, post-tensioned, box girder concrete
bridges, 12 precast, prestressed,

AASHTO concrete girder bridges, and nine box culverts.
The scope also include retaining walls, cement stabilized bank
protection, a lift station, signing and landscaping, water, reclaimed water and sewer line installation.
Though the project was contracted through ADOT using the design-bid-build method of project delivery, in order to save the
project much needed budget dollars and to enhance the schedule, Austin conferred with AZTEC Engineering, the lead designer,
and ADOT to develop value-added elements to the project. This resulted in $1 million+ dollars in savings which was split 50/50
with Austin and also shortened the original schedule by one month.
Early in the construction process, a significant change of conditions was identified that, if realized, would have caused significant
increases in expense to the project. The design included large bank protection structures under a river crossing bridge that were
composed of secant-oriented drilled shafts forming a cut-off wall. This was deemed necessary during the development process
to mitigate construction under the shallow groundwater.
The Team coordinated to develop an idea for
an alternative, which included site-cast
concrete panels and more traditional
excavations and concrete placements for the
bank protection. This alternative was vetted
through the State’s Value Engineering
Proposal provisions of their Standard
Specifications, and was found to have merit
and was ultimately designed and
constructed. A situation that presented the
possibility of millions in additional costs,
through teamwork, was turned into an
opportunity to save nearly $1 million dollars
that was split equally between ADOT and
Austin.
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Featured Transportation Project (continued)
The Beardsley Canal, operated by Maricopa Water District (MWD), carries water downstream to farming and
residents for drinking water. As a result, the canal needed to be carefully protected from debris. One particular
crossing required the movement of substantial fill from one side to the other (approx. 500,000 CY). The original
design called for 2 separate bridges (one with significant structural design to carry the weight of heavy
earthmoving equipment). Through teamwork and communication with MWD, Austin was allowed to install
temporary piping in the canal to carry the water. The canal was then filled with on-site materials and utilized as an
equipment crossing to move the fill. The bridge was eventually built in its final configuration but no longer required
the heavy structural elements, thereby saving the project $350,000 and allowed the project to move more quickly,
saving the schedule for this element 3 months.
The aesthetics for the project include the salvaged,
native plants; salvaged surface soils; and the
architectural textures and colors applied to constructed
concrete elements. These treatments were developed
to blend the built environment with its natural
surroundings. The salvaged, native plants provided a
sustainable landscape option that, once established, will
not require a wasteful irrigation system. The salvaged
surface soils were used to mimic the surrounding natural
desert flooring rather than using an application of
contrasting granite mulch. The selected base colors and
accent colors mimic the earth tones and sky color of the
Sonoran desert foothills in the Northwest Valley. The
Team’s Environmental Stewardship on this project was
nationally recognized with the Globe Award from the
American Road and Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA) in 2011.

The Austin Team felt it was important to return something to the City of Peoria. The first community project included
the removal of an unsafe and unsightly block wall fence. The City owned a retention basin near a school and along
one side of the basin there was a 7’ high, 350’ long block wall fence that had been constructed many years earlier.
City officials feared the wall could collapse. Austin employee-owners gathered on a Saturday and with the use of
company heavy equipment, carefully demolished the wall and hauled away the materials.
Another opportunity came through the Peoria City Council’s office involving minor upgrades to a neighborhood
playground in a lower-income area of the City. The residents applied for a grant to clean up and improve their
community park, and the City granted funds for new materials.
The Austin Team (which included staff from
ADOT, the City, AZTEC and subcontractors)
assembled on a Saturday, donating their time
along with company-owned equipment to
improve the neighborhood. Staff removed
gravel from the playground area and used
grading equipment to level it off in preparation
for sand which was purchased with the grant.
Staff also provided landscaping labor, removed
and replaced old asphalt paving on a parking
lot, minor electrical repairs, and installation of a
brand new concrete basketball court and sand
volleyball court.
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Newsletter Sponsors

Has your firm advertised in this issue? Contact Dawn Fortuna (dawn.fortuna@jacobs.com) to get all the
details on how you can take advantage of this opportunity and participate in our quarterly newsletter.
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Newsletter Sponsors (continued)
Has Your Firm Advertised in
This Issue?
Contact Dawn Fortuna 602-650-4016
(To get all the details on how you can
take advantage and participate in our
newsletter. The yearly cost for
advertisement is only $125)
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Newsletter Sponsors (continued)

Everything right where you need it!
Arizona’s Newest Hilton Garden Inn
Great corporate discounted rates available
Contact Daniel in corporate sales.
Daniel Katz (602) 293 0338

Your Advertisement Here!
Become a Sponsor Now!
Find Out More…
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